
Catskill Rodmakers Gathering Invitation 
C/O Erin Phelan 

PO Box 586 
Westbrookville, NY 12785 

 

Dear Catskill Rodmakers, 

 

 It’s July, and we are well into the planning of the 2018 Catskill Rodmakers 

Gathering to be held on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, September 7-9th at the Catskill 

Fly Fishing Center and Museum.  Looking back on last year’s Gathering, I am sure you 

will agree it was an excellent event. 

 

 At this time, we are well into planning a full program featuring primarily hands 

on rodmaking. We have both programs that feature more advanced bamboo rodmaking  

and programs that feature both the basics of the craft for newer attendees, and other 

topics of interest to those who build and fish bamboo rods. The theme this year’ gathering 

will be “Year of the Beetle” and once again Kim Mellema has come up with outstanding 

artwork for the logo.  

 

Cost to attend this year remains at $90 per participant. Every attendee will be issued an 

aluminum water bottle with this year’s logo printed on it. Those doing presentations will 

also be given a beer mug. Others who wish to obtain a mug can order them in advance 

when they fill out the registration form. Tee shirts must also be ordered in advance.  

The popular potluck dinner will be held as usual at the CFFC&M on Friday night with 

some picnic food provided as well. Dave Fitch’s outstanding barbecue specialties will be 

featured as Saturday’s dinner event on the Museum’s grounds. Saturday and Sunday 

breakfast and lunch will be provided on the grounds, as usual.  All meals will be carefully 

planned to accommodate as many dietary need as possible. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you want to do or have an idea a program or 

workshop, or if you have an idea for something you want to see. We are looking for 

ideas, and we want to get as much rodmaking into the event as we can.  

Also remember that the gathering only basically breaks even financially on registrations, 

food, supplies, etc. Fund raising relies primarily on the raffle, auctions and other side 

events. Please consider generously donating items to the raffle, auctions and participating 

in them as well.  

 

Chris Bogart 


